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Two Cups at Opening 


THE 


STORE IS 
| PAINTED FINISHED. 


THE FRONT 
WHITE. 


IT's MOSTLY 
PLYWOOD AND 
THE DECK IS 
JUST PLANKS, 
BUT ти. DO 
FOR NOW. 


FOR A LITTLE 
WHILE, IT'LL 
HAVE TO BE 
A PSEUDO- 
COFFEE SHOP 
WITH BARLEY 


TEA, BUCK- 
WHEAT TEA, 
AND INSTANT 
COFFEE. 


ЈА | 
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YOU'RE 
THE FIRST 
CUSTOMER 

I'VE HAD 
SINCE RE- 


OPENING. 


le... 
THIS A 

FRIEND OF 
OUR: 


50 YOU'RE 


АН... 

| KNOW 
IT'S SUDDEN, 

BUT... 


BUT | WAS HEY, 
WONDERING... ( IT'S NORMAL 
IF | COULD е ТО DROP IN. 
COME AND ) 
SPEND SOME 

TIME HERE... 


HEH, HEH. 


FOR THE 
MOMENT, 
THIS'LL 
HAVE TO 
DO. 


CONGRAT- 
ULATIONS 
ON FINISHING 
THE NEW 


A LOT CHEAPER 
THAN IT DID 
BEFORE, BUT 
| GUESS YOU 
COULD JUST 
SAY IT LOOKS 
MORE RUSTIC. 


| GUESS SO, 
WE LIVE 

PRETTY CLOSE 
TO EACH 

OTHER. 


THAT MUST BE 
SO NICE. 


| RAN OUT 


OF COFFEE BEANS 
RECENTLY... 


I'VE BEEN THE STORE'S 


FIRST AND 
SONNE Ie LAST COFFEE 
OR THE 
CUPS WORTH. Fi 


DAY. 


те 
ТНЕ РЕВРЕСТ 
TIME ТО 
USE THEM. 


IN 
CELEBRATION 
OF REOPENING. 


ЕЕ U£ V- 7а 


28510255 
ДАМ аб + ат) 
A7M3 Maruko Maruk@ 


НАУЕ УОЦ 
EVER CON- 
SIDERED BEING 
SERIOUS ABOUT 
RUNNING THIS 
SHOP? 


HOW TO 
BRING IN MORE 
CUSTOMERS? 


HAVE YOU 
EVER THOUGHT 
ABOUT HOW TO 
AVOID RUNNING 
OUT OF COFFEE 

BEANS? 


BUT IT 
OFFENDS ME 
A BIT WHEN 
| SEE A ROBOT 
TAKING ADVANT- 
AGE OF HOW 
JUST LITTLE IT COSTS 
LIVING FOR HER TO 
А САВЕ- KEEP HER- 
FREE SELF FED. 
LIFE. 


BUT 
OTHER PEOPLE, 


OTHER ROBOTS... 


ARE MORE 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT 
THEIR 
WORK. 


YOU'RE 
FREE TO 
DO WHAT 

YOU WANT. 


| MIGHT 
NOT KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
THINGS OUT 
HERE IN THE 
COUNTRY. 


THIS 
IS A NICE 
PLACE. IT'S 


THE оо WARM. 
FOLKS WHO 
LIVE AROUND 

HERE ARE 


ALL YOU 
HAVE TO DO 
EVERYONE IS SMILE AT 
WILL TAKE THE OCCASIONAL 
CANE OF CUSTOMER. 


ІМ SORRY... 
I'LL TRY HARDER. 


ГО LIKE 
TO TALK 
TO YOU AS 


A FRIEND. 


WELL, EVEN 
THOUGH | HAVE 
ENOUGH REGULAR 
CUSTOMERS THAT 
IT FINALLY SEEMS 
LIKE A REAL 
STORE... 


AND IT’S 
TRUE THAT 
IF | WEREN'T 
A ROBOT 
| PROBABLY 
WOULDN'T 


MAKE ENOUGH 
TO LIVE ON. 


вит 
| DON'T THINK 
THAT'S SOME- 
THING | NEED 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT ALL 
THE TIME. 


| HAVE 
THOUGHT 
THAT РМ 
LUCKY TO 
тидт HAVE A 
DOESN'T BODY... 
COST MUCH 
TO FEED. 
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I WAS 
CONGRAT- JUST 
ULATIONS ON JOKING. 
THE NEW 
STORE. 


PLEASE 
Do! 
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Cliff WateG 


IT's TRUE, 
JUST LIKE 
MARUKO 
SAID. 


WHEN IT COMES ТО MY JOB, 
RUNNING THE STORE, 
OR ANY KIND OF BUSINESS... 


I'M COMPLETELY HOPELESS. 


BUT EVERY 
ONCE IN A 
WHILE | GET 
THE FEELING THAT 
IT TASTES A BIT 
SALTY OR 
METALLIC. 


50, 
| DECIDED ТО 
GO LOOKING 
FOR WATER. 


THERE'S NOTHING 
THAT | CAN DO 
ABOUT THE 
COFFEE BEANS. 


THE WATER 
FROM THE 
WELL AND 

WATER LINES 
ISN'T BAD. 


LARGE, АТ 
THE ENDS 
OF VALLEYS, 
OR THE 
BOTTOM 
OF CLIFFS. 


THE OLD 
SPRING 15 
VERY FAR 
FROM МУ 


THERE 
ARE CLOSER 
PLACES WHERE 
WATER FLOWS 
FROM THE 
GROUND. 


| IMAGINED 
CLEAR WATER 
GUSHING FORTH, 
BUT... 


E 
CLIFFS. 


CLEAR 
WATER HAS 
ACCUMULATED 
IN A SMALL 
CONCRETE 
TROUGH. 


| WONDER IF 
THEY COLLECTED 
THE WATER LIKE 
THIS BECAUSE THERE 
ISN'T ANY SPRING 
WATER AROUND 
HERE. 


THE WATER 
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Crossing 
5610445 
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WELL, 
| GUESS IT'S 
JUST A LARGE 
TYPE OF 
AIRPLANE. 


THOSE 
OF YOU WHO 
TAKE THE TIME 
FOR SOME TO LOOK UP 
YEARS, THE AT THE SKY 
LARGE WHITE MAY KNOW 
OBJECT KNOWN ABOUT IT. 
AS THE "TAAPON" 
HAS PASSED 
ABOVE US. 


FOR ABOUT 
SIX YEARS, 
IT HAS BEEN 
A FREQUENT 
SIGHT IN OUR 
SKY. 


IT SEEMS 
THAT AFTER 
HMM... TODAY, IT WILL 
1 GUESS BE DEPARTING 
IT CYCLES FOR THE 
BACK AND SOUTHERN 
FORTH. HEMISPHERE 
FOR SIX 
YEARS. 


у THERE'S NO 

FORTUNATELY, 50 TODAY... 7 GUARANTEE 

IT'S A CLEAR LET'S SEE... 2 THAT IT WILL 
DAY ALONG THE FROM NOON BE BACK, 


SOUTHERN UNTIL ONE... 
COAST OF THE 
ISLAND TODAY. 


IT'S PASSING 
RIGHT OVER 
THE STUDIO 


ЖЛ a 


ОМ 


AN 


Ks 

| | 
|, 

Va 272 


| 
WIR 


IT 16 SAID 
THAT THERE 
ARE STILL 
PEOPLE 
TRAPPED ON 
BOARD. 


CONFIRMED 
GENERATION 
OF FIRST 
AND THIRD 
FEATHERWINGS. 


GOOD WORK, 
DIRECTOR 
ALPHA. 


CHANGING 
TO NEW 
COURSE... 


ТАКЕ 
CARE... 
FAREWELL. 


| CAN 
STILL SEE 
SIGNS OF 
PEOPLE 
LIVING ON 
THE ISLAND 
BELOW. 


MAY YOU 
STILL BE 


THERE, 
SIX YEARS 
FROM NOW. 


FAREWELL, 
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CHOUKOKU - LITERALLY "SUPER BLACK.” 
BROWN SUGAR IS CALLED "BLACK SUGAR” IN JAPAN. 


"SUPER 
BROWN 
SUGAR.” 


A REGULAR 
BROUGHT 
ME SOME AS 
A PRESENT 
FROM A 
COUNTRY 
TO THE 
SOUTH. 


THIS ISN'T 
JUST ANY 
SNACK. 


IMA 
HUGE FAN 
OF SUGAR, 
BUT THIS 

HAS DE- 
FEATED 
ME. 


AT FIRST | 
THOUGHT IT 
JUST А 
FUNNY KIND 
OF BROWN 


WAVES OF 
COMPLEX 
SWEETNESS 
OVERWHELM 
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THIS IS LIKE... 


IT REMINDS МЕ 
OF THAT STRANGE 
RECORD THAT 
KOKONE TOLD 
ME ABOUT. 


| WONDER IF IT’S 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT. 


| CAN ALMOST BELIEVE 
THAT I'M LOOKING 
OUT ONTO SOME 

UNKNOWN LANDSCAPE. 


LIKE... 


HOW TO PUT IT? 
LIKE... 


YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO SUCK ON THEM. 


YOU JUST CHEWED 
IT, DIDN'T YOU? 


IM 
CERTAIN 
THAT THIS 
AFFECTS 
ME DIFF- 
ERENTLY 
THAN IT 
DOES 
HUMANS. 


A 
SAVAGE 
DELICIOUS- 
NESS. 


| WANTED 

ан, ll er 
HAVE TO 

RETURN МУ JOB... 
THE CAR. 
I'LL COME 
AGAIN. 


IT'S THE SAME WITH MILK. 


| SEEM TO HAVE FOUND 
ANOTHER STRANGE WEAKNESS. 


TAKAHIRO 
CALLED IT 
"ALPHA 
САТМР.“ 
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THE MOUNTAIN ROAD ALONG VEE = 
WHICH ТИЕ "STREETLIGHT TREES” RUN. 4 Cam, N 
E | 
THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO PASS 7 х 
THIS WAY ARE THOSE TAKING THE 
ROAD WHICH RUNS BY 
MOUNT FUJI. 


THE TREES 
REALLY DO 
GROW INA 
THERE LINE, TRACING 
USED TO THE PATH 
BE А FAIR OF THE OLD 
SIZED HIGHWAY. 
TOWN 
HERE. 


Үү aie” 52 
АШ, >> 57; 


HOWEVER, THESE TREES... 


ARE NOT THE REASON | WAS 
TOLD | SHOULD COME HERE. 


THERE ARE NO 


ROADS IN THAT 
DIRECTION. ТМЕ 
BEEN TOLD THAT 
THERE 15 NO 
RECORD OF ANY 
CONSTRUCTION 
THERE. 


AT FIRST GLANCE, 
THEY LOOK LIKE 
BUILDINGS... 
BUT THERE ARE 
NO WINDOWS, 
AND THEIR SHAPE 
15 STRANGELY 
DISTORTED. 


WONDER 
IF | SHOULD 
HIKE OVER 


ти ДЕ 
GOT А 
BE DARK LITTLE 
EOS De 
RBY. 
MAKE IT НР 
ANYWHERE 
ON FOOT 


THIS IS 
A STRANGE 
PLACE, ALL 


HAD A 
TRAIN 
STATION. 


ро You WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


ARE YoU “ALL THE 
LOST? WAY OUT 


youre — HERE? 
A TRAVELLER, 


LIVE AROUND 


| SEE... 
| WAS 
te HEARD АҒАР 
THAT. 
THERE are OF ТНА 
SOME STRANGE 
THINGS 
AROUND 
HERE. 


IT USED 
TOBEA 
TOWN, 
RIGHT? 


WHAT 
ARE THOSE 
WHITE BUILDINGS 
UP ON THE 
MOUNTAIN? 


! т. 


A WHILE 
BACK, WE 


THOSE 
BUILDINGS 
ARE 

BUT STRANGE 

THERE'S ENOUGH... 
SOMETHING 
ELSE ABOUT 
А THIS PLACE. 


AH! | 


n JUST 
A LOOK. THe НЕ. REMEMB- 


| BET YOU'LL 


FIND IT INTER- 
ESTING. 


WAIT FOR 
you 


ALL THAT 
REMAINS 
15 THE PATH, 
STRANGELY 
CLEAR OF 
GRASS AND 


WEEDS. 
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ALONG THE 


WAY, | SAW 
SEVERAL THINGS 
WHICH LOOK LIKE 


SMALL PIECES 
OF LIMESTONE. 
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ALTHOUGH 
IN THE VALLEY NOW OVER- 
BELOW, A GROWN, THIS 
SIZEABLE PLACE STILL 
RIVER AND HAS THE FEEL 
IF THE HILL- 
SIDE PARK 
SHINE IN THE IT ONCE WAS. 
LIGHT OF THE 
SETTING SUN. 


THIS MUST HAVE THERE ARE BUILDINGS 
BEEN A PRETTY IN THE TOWN WHICH 
PARK IN THE RESEMBLE THE 
EVENING. SHAPES ON THE 
AR MOUNTAIN. 


а 


A MANNEQUIN... 
NO, 


THAT WHITE A MUSHROOM? 
MOUND... 


THAT SHAPE IS... 
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THANK 
You. 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 
you 
WAITING. 


IT GETS 
CREEPY 
AT NIGHT. 


N 
N 


Regular Customer 
5610785 
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| KNEW 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO 
SIT THERE. 


ОН... 
вент. 


| GUESS 
IT'S À 
HABIT. 


| LEFT THE 
CAR DOWN 


THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
| WANTED 
TO SEE. 


YOU ARE 
HORRIBLE! 


MARUKO... 
| DIDN'T 
HEAR YOUR 


WHAT DID 
YOU DO 
THAT FOR? 


THE 
EXPRE- 

| SSION 

"ACK! Оқ YOUR 


те 
THAT FACE! 


HORRIBLE 
WOMAN!” 


| THINK 
| MIGHT 


59. 
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те FOR 
SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS. 


\ 


ЖАС 


IS ТИІ6/? 


D-D-DON'T 
WORRY! 


NO... 
те OKAY... SURPRISED? Вр 
IT TASTES : UM SORRY... NT 


OCCASIONS. 


HAVE IT? 


BLUE 
SQUIGGLES, 
PINK TRIANGLES, 


DIFFERENT 


а | HAVE А 
| JUST WANTED ы NEW ONE 


TO COPY MY NOTES y À ALREADY. 
OVER. 5 
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| REMOVED THE 
SHOP'S DOOR AND 
WINDOW. 


IT'S BEEN GETTING 


THERE'S DEFINITELY TERRIBLY HUMID INSIDE 
SOMETHING WRONG LATELY, SO THE 
WITH THESE PLYWOOD mm ATERNATIVE WAS... 
WALLS 1 MADE. i CN 


WHEN | TRIED 
TAKING THEM OFF, 
THE WIND RUSHED 
IN WITH A ROAR. 

THE ATMOSPHERE 
INSIDE CHANGED 

IN AN INSTANT. 


WELL, | HAD AN 
OPEN AIR SHOP 
LAST SUMMER. 


| SHOULD BE USED 
TO IT BY NOW. 


SOMEHOW, I'VE FINALLY 
MANAGED TO GET THE 
WALLS LOOKING LIKE 

WALLS AGAIN, ELIT... 


| SUDDENLY FEELING TEMPTED 
TO JUST PULL THEM BACK DOWN. 


"~ 


WHAT? 
OH, OKAY. те им... 

GETTING DARK, 

SO FEEL FREE 
TO TURN ON 
THE LIGHT... 
JUST PULL 
THE CORD. 


A DAMP SMELL DRIFTS 
IN ON THE BREEZE. 


MY 


PRESENTLY, 


CUSTOMERS 
LEAVE THE A LIGHT 
LIGHT OFF RAIN 

AND SIT BEGINS 
TOGETHER TO FALL. 
QUIETLY, 

GAZING 


OUTSIDE. 
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THE HOUSE 


| FOUND 22 A SMELLS OF 


THESE я PNESS. 
Ма 2 DAMPNESS 


FORGOTTEN 
IN AN ABAN- 
DONED 
HOUSE. 


| WONDER 
WHAT THEY 
ARE REMINDED 
OF, ONCE 
AGAIN 
TOUCHED BY 
THE RAIN. 


THERE ISN'T MUCH m 
WATER NEAR HERE. "s 


10585 қ”, 
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STILL, SOMEWHERE 
A LONE FROG IS 
SINGING. 


THE 
SOLITARY 
SONG 
CONTINUES 
FORA 
LONG TIME. 


128 


IF IT WERE NOW... 


129 


WOULD | STILL 
JUST SAY 
"HAVE A NICE 
ТЕР“ AND WAVE 
GOODBYE? 
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| GUESS 
l'LL HAVE AN 
OPEN AIR SHOP 
AGAIN THIS 


Л 
Ши 
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те 
STRANGE 
ISN'T IT? 
| THINK SO 
WHENEVER 
| COME 
HERE. 


те 
NOT LIKE 
THERE'S 
MUCH OF 
A BREEZE. 


HOW 
LONG 
HAS IT 
BEEN 
SINCE 
WE LAST 


years? CAME 


LONGER? HERE? 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE IT 
WAS ONLY 
YOU WERE ESTERDAY. 
50 SCARED YESTERDAY 
OF DRIVING. 


AND NOW, 
YOU'RE THE 
ONE TAKING 
ME OUT FOR 

A DRIVE. 


139 


GOING TO 
STUDY IN 
A COUNTRY 
TO THE 
WEST. 


HERE, THERE'S 
A LIMIT TO HOW 


MUCH | CAN 
LEARN ABOUT 
MY WORK, 


TO TELL 
THE TRUTH, 
| WASN'T 
SURE ABOUT 
IT. 


| THINK 


WHEN You 

GET BACK, 

YOU'LL BE 
A REAL 
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BUT | 
DON'T THINK 
l'M GOING TO 

BE COMING 

BACK. 


| THINK... 
ГМ PROB- 
ABLY GOING 
TO STAY 
THERE. 
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THE DAY 
AFTER 
THERE'S TOMOR- 
ABUS ROW. 
LEAVING 
FROM KINA- 
GASA. 


YOU'RE 


RIGHT. 


IF | CAN... 
IF | HAVE 
SOME SPARE 
TIME, I'LL 
COME BACK. 


THE ONLY 
THING I'M 


GOOD AT 
IS WAITING. 
SO I'LL 
WAIT FOR 
MY LITTLE 
BROTHER. 
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You. 


WHEN DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'LL 
COME HERE 
AGAIN? 


SOMETHIN’ 


I'LL COME 
SEE YOU 


DO THAT. 
JUST CALM SOMETIME: 


DOWN FIRST. 


I MIGHT... 


| HADN'T 


REALIZED... 


162 


YOU CAN GO 
TO SLEEP IF 
YOU WANT. 
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